
July 14, 2010 
New Bedford City Hall 

133 William Street 
Charles Ashley Room 120 

New Bedford, MA 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

PRESENT: MARLENE POLLOCK, JOHN FLETCHER  
ABSENT: TOM CLARK 
 
The meeting convened at 5:15 pm.  
 
Also in attendance were Mayor Lang and Dr. Lawrence Finnerty. 
 
Discussion regarding the Lincoln shuttle took place. Principal Gene Sladewski and 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Collard addressed the Committee to discuss the issue of a shuttle 
for students from the old Ottiwell and Phillips Avenue schools.  The discussion included 
talk that there would be a quote process following to see how much the shuttle could 
cost.  Dr. Fletcher stated no child would be left behind.   
 
Ms. Pollock stated that the Mayor would need to weigh in on crossing guards on Ashley 
Blvd and Acushnet Avenue. 
 
Next, the sped bus routes were discussed.  Bob Neves of Whaling City Transit discussed 
splitting the routes for Fiscal Year 2011.  All out of town routes, 43 in total, would be on 
one contract and in district would be split into two sections, roughly 30 routes in each 
contract.  The key to sped would be negotiations including total price for bus, fuel and 
bond.  There would be a base price for routes.  Dr. Lawrence Finnerty said the idea is to 
save money but also to maintain good performance.   
 
Heather Larkin expressed concern contacting different issues with parents and sped 
staff.  Mayor Lang said there would be different tiers of care.  He also stated that the 
school would look at routes in combination to save money.  The Committee scheduled a 
follow up meeting for July 20 with transportation to inform on routes potential to start 
negotiating with vendors on July 21.   
 
Ms. Larkin stated there were no issues with fiscal year ‘10 sped transportation.  
 
Mayor Lang stated contracts will be based on price and service.  This would include the 
vehicle, the monitor and fuel.  Purchasing Agent, Debra Travers, stated that the School 
Department would need to look at the routes and decide what is best to work with 
school buses.   
 
Mayor Lang cautioned that he wanted to err on the side of prudence and safety. 
 
Dr. Mary Louise Francis said quotes are currently going on for transportation.   
 
Heather Larkin lead a discussion talking about McKinney Vento issues.  Sped field trips 
would be separate from regular education field trips and she wanted to ensure there 
were trainings for drivers and monitors especially where epee pens were concerned.   
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It was noted for the record that Prevailing wage is $18.90 per hour.  Mr. Oliveira pointed 
out that you do not need to pay prevailing wage on sped contracts. 
 
There being no further business, the Sub-Committee voted to adjourn at 6:45 pm.   
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Lawrence W. Oliveira 
Chief Administrator for Finance & Operations 
Sub-Committee Liaison 


